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The soldiers of the 507th Maintenance
Company, while exceptional, are not the only
heroes who call Fort Bliss home. Each and
every one of the more than 3,600 other United
States Army soldiers who were deployed to
Iraq from Fort Bliss is also a hero, and all of
their sacrifices should be remembered. The
thousands of soldiers who contributed to the
war effort from home and the family members
who offered their unwavering support must
also be recognized. El Paso is a city full of
soldiers—they and their families deserve our
respect and gratitude.

El Paso is proud to be the home of so many
of our nation’s soldiers. During the week of
August 3-10, 2003, El Paso will celebrate
“Freedom Fiesta Week,” a series of events to
welcome home and honor the region’s armed
services personnel. The celebration will kick
off on August 3rd with the “Freedom Fiesta
Picnic,” featuring free food and drinks and live
music and entertainment. Throughout the
week, active duty and reserve military per-
sonnel and their families will have free or re-
duced admission on selected days to Wet n’
Wild Water Park, Western Playland Amuse-
ment Park, the El Paso Diablos, the El Paso
Zoo, and various clubs and restaurants in
Downtown El Paso. The week will culminate in
Saturday’s parade, featuring more than 6,000
of our Fort Bliss soldiers.

The organization of Freedom Fiesta Week
was a collaborative effort, and | would like to
commend the Greater EI Paso Chamber of
Commerce, the El Paso Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce, the El Paso Black Chamber of
Commerce, the City of El Paso, the County of
El Paso and the Association of the U.S. Army
for their hard work in planning what promises
to be an exciting week. | must also thank all
the organizations participating in Freedom Fi-
esta Week for their generosity. | do not have
the words to express my thanks to our troops,
but Mr. Speaker, it is with events like Freedom
Fiesta Week that we can begin to show them
how grateful we are for their hard work and
dedication during Operation Iraqi Freedom.

———

HONORING JAMES DOUGLAS
THOMAS

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 23, 2003

Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise before this
body of Congress and this nation today to pay
tribute to a selfless community servant and
dedicated veteran from my district, Doug
Thomas of Craig, Colorado. An active member
of the Craig community, Doug is the newly
elected Chaplain for the American Legion in
the State of Colorado. | would like to join the
Craig community and American Legion in hon-
oring Doug’s commitment and recognizing this
distinct honor.

When members of American Legion had the
opportunity to select their new Chaplain, Doug
was an obvious choice. His reputation as a
dedicated Chaplain had preceded him; Doug
had done great work as both the District
Chaplain and Chaplain of Post 2700. He made
it clear at the state conference that he would
work harder than any other nominee, an at-
tribute that is essential to the position.

Doug’s commitment to the American Legion
is evident in his plans as Chaplain. He hopes
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to visit all 164 American Legion Posts through-
out the state during his one-year term, spon-
sor workshops at state conventions, and start
a Prayer Program that will be mailed to fami-
lies around the state. Doug enjoys all aspects
of the Chaplain position, but he particularly en-
joys having an impact on families across the
state.

Mr. Speaker, | join with my colleagues here
today in applauding Doug’s civic-mindedness
and in recognizing this prestigious honor. This
recognition to Doug for the work he does in
his community is long overdue, and | am
proud to bring his achievements to the atten-
tion of this body of Congress today. Congratu-
lations and thanks again, Doug, for your many
years of hard work on behalf of Craig and the
State of Colorado. May you have many more
to come!

————

INTRODUCTION OF THE STEVE
GRISSOM RELIEF FUND ACT

HON. DAVID E. PRICE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 23, 2003

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker,
today my colleague NATHAN DEAL and | have
introduced the Steve Grissom Relief Fund Act.

This legislation would compensate individ-
uals who contracted AIDS through HIV-con-
taminated blood products and transplants. It is
modeled on the bipartisan Ricky Ray Hemo-
philia Relief Act of 1998, and honors the late
Steve Grissom, a North Carolina resident who
was infected with HIV while undergoing treat-
ment for leukemia.

A study conducted by the Institute of Medi-
cine at the request of Congress found that
“blood became a vector for HIV infection in
the early and mid-1980s and caused more
than half of the 16,000 hemophiliacs and over
12,000 blood transfusion recipients to contract
AIDS.” The Food and Drug Administration, the
report claimed, failed to protect the blood sup-
ply when it chose not to implement screening
options recommended by the Centers for Dis-
ease Control in 1983. In addition, the report
recommended that a fund be established to
compensate people who have become in-
fected with HIV from contaminated blood prod-
ucts.

In 1995, legislation was introduced to help
hemophiliacs who contracted HIV through
such transfusions. The Ricky Ray Act estab-
lished a trust fund for making one-time pay-
ments of $100,000 to persons with hemophilia
who contacted HIV through tainted blood prod-
ucts. The bill passed with overwhelming sup-
port, and was fully funded in 2001. However,
the bill did not address the problem of people
like Steve Grissom, who received blood trans-
fusions or transplants for other reasons. Our
bill would resolve the current inequity and ex-
tend the same benefits to non-hemophiliacs,
their secondarily infected spouses, and chil-
dren infected perinatally.

Steve Grissom was a resident of North
Carolina’s 4th District and my constituent. An
Army veteran, Steve was an avid pilot and
outdoorsman, a loyal husband, a loving father,
and a tireless advocate for others. He ad-
vanced legislation for terminally ill parents at
the state level, and founded the National As-
sociation for Victims of Transfusion-Acquired
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AIDS (NAVTA) organization. In 1998, he tried
very hard to get individuals like himself in-
cluded in the Ricky Ray Act. However, rather
than contribute to the demise of this legisla-
tion, Steve pulled back so that at least some
would be compensated for the horrors that oc-
curred during the early 1980s.

Americans who have contracted AIDS
through HIV-contaminated products deserve
the same consideration regardless of whether
they are hemophiliacs. We owe it to people
like Steve Grissom, and their survivors, to try
and compensate for this terrible tragedy.

| invite my colleagues to join us in com-
pleting the work begun with the Ricky Ray Act
by cosponsoring the Steve Grissom Relief
Fund Act.

————

HONORING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE MARCH ON WASH-
INGTON

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 23, 2003

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the 40th anniversary of the March
on Washington, the most significant civil rights
demonstration in United States history. The
march was a watershed event that led to the
passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

On August 28, 1963, more than 250,000
people of all ages, races and religions traveled
from every corner of America to Washington
on “freedom” buses and trains. Some partici-
pants walked as far as 230 miles to reach our
nation’s capital. The march was by far the
largest and most peaceful of its time and its
volume greatly exceeded the expected
100,000 participants. The purpose of the
March for Jobs and Freedom was to encour-
age passage of the Civil Rights Act presented
to Congress by President John F. Kennedy.
The United Auto Workers union, one of the
march’s biggest sponsors, printed hundreds of
signs with slogans such as “UAW Says Jobs
and Freedom for Every American.”

My dear friend, colleague and genuine
American hero JOHN LEwIS, had the honor of
speaking alongside Reverend Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., who concluded the event with
his renowned “I Have A Dream” speech. Dr.
King's eloquent words should be remembered
today: “When we allow freedom to ring, when
we let it ring from every village and every
hamlet, from every state and every city, we
will be able to speed up that day when all
God's children, black men and white men,
Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics,
will be able to join hands and sing in the
words of the old Negro spiritual: “Free at last!
Free at last! Thank God Almighty, we are free
at last!”

Reverend King's powerful words did not fall
on deaf ears. After President Kennedy's tragic
death, his successor President Lyndon John-
son, in his first address to Congress and the
nation, called for the passage of the Civil
Rights Act. “Let us continue,” he declared,
promising that “the ideas and the ideals which
[Kennedy] so nobly represented must and will
be translated into effective action.” Finally, on
July 2, 1964, President Johnson signed into
law the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the most im-
portant piece of civil rights legislation in United
States history.
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Mr. Speaker, | am proud to say that | voted
for that historic civil rights bill. I am proud of
the work Congress and the Administration has
done in the past 40 years to guarantee equal
rights to all Americans. | ask that you and all
of my colleagues rise to join me in commemo-
rating the anniversary of this remarkable
event.

HONORING WEY AND SUE CHEN

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 23, 2003

Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise before this
body of Congress and this nation today to pay
tribute to a pair of selfless community servants
and dedicated parents, Wey and Sue Chen of
Greeley, Colorado. As active members of the
Colorado community, they are this year’s re-
cipients of the Excellence in Parenting Award
presented by the National Parents Day Coun-
cil. 1 would like to join with the Colorado com-
munity in honoring the Chens and their com-
mitment.

The Excellence in Parenting Award is a
unique tribute, honoring immigrants who, as
parents, demonstrate exemplary leadership
and parenting skills. The Chens are deserving
recipients; after arriving in the U.S. from
China, they have worked hard to create new
lives for their children in America. They fre-
quently volunteer at their children’s schools,
and have become involved in a variety of Chi-
nese-American organizations. The couple has
raised two wonderful children, Elisa and Davis,
who are a testament to their hard work and
dedication as parents. Davis is currently en-
rolled at the University of Colorado at Boulder,
and Elisa is enrolled at the University of North-
ern Colorado. They serve as examples to their
fellow classmates by practicing the lessons
that were passed on to them by their parents.

Mr. Speaker, | join with my colleagues here
today in applauding the Chen’s civic-minded-
ness, family values, and in recognizing this
prestigious honor. This recognition to the
Chen'’s for the work they do in their community
is long overdue, and | am proud to bring their
achievements to the attention of this body of
Congress today. Congratulations and thanks
again for your many years of hard work and
your inspiring dedication to your two children.

HEAD START, H.R. 2210

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 23, 2003

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, | join my col-
leagues from the Congressional Hispanic Cau-
cus and the Congressional Black Caucus to
oppose H.R. 2210, which the leadership in the
House of Representatives will bring to the
floor this week.

Since the beginning of the program, Head
Start has provided the foundation for low-in-
come working families. Upon this foundation,
thousands of adults throughout South Texas
have overcome tremendous obstacles to
break the cycle of family poverty and become
productive citizens. Without the solid base pro-
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vided by Head Start, the children and families
in the 21st Century will have a much harder
time trying to get a start on education, nutrition
habits, and other simple health care and edu-
cational needs.

In South Texas, we have a long and suc-
cessful relationship with Head Start. In my dis-
trict alone, Head Start serves nearly 4,000
kids from birth to 5 years old.

Tonight, | want to share with you stories
from people who have used this program so
our colleagues will understand precisely what
we will be taking away from the children of
Texas and other states around the nation if
the House passes H.R. 2210.

Cynthia del Angelo—She and her twin sister
attended Head Start in 1973. They both own
their own daycare centers now. Her mother re-
ceived all of her education through Head Start,
and is now an Education Coordinator. Her fa-
ther is currently an area manager of a Head
Start center. Her husband is a restaurant man-
ager. They both feel that Head Start contrib-
uted to their success by instilling in them the
confidence that they could achieve anything.

Jose Carrizales—Attended Head Start in
1965 in a small, rural community. Changed
him from a shy, skeptical boy into a secure,
loving kid with self-confidence. Later, having
become a parent of a Head Start child, he
was elected President of the Parent Com-
mittee, where the leadership skills he gained
led him to a 6-year employment as the District
Office Manager for Congressman SOLOMON
ORTIZ. He now is the Director of Family Serv-
ices for Head Start in South Texas.

Maricela Vasquez Vitt—Former Head Start
student now teaches elementary school in Los
Fresnos, Texas. Head Start allowed her to
learn English before she started school, and
form a strong educational foundation.

Jo Ann Garcia—She and her sister are both
Head Start students and are now Registered
Nurses. Jo Ann has worked with cancer pa-
tients in a major hospital and as Director for
a Home Health Provider, and says that neither
one is as rewarding for her as working with
Head Start kids.

These are the everyday people who have
been profoundly affected by the good works of
Head Start. These are the sorts of people in
the future who will be without similar services
and without the foundation now provided by
Head Start.

TRIBUTE TO TONY MOREY
HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 23, 2003

Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | am honored to
stand before this body of Congress and this
nation today to pay tribute to a truly talented
artist from my district, Tony Morey of Grand
Junction, Colorado. Tony has painted a variety
of murals throughout the community, helping
businesses gain notoriety while brightening up
our buildings and streets. Tony’'s murals are
more then just advertisements for local busi-
nesses; they are works of art that | am proud
to speak about today.

Tony began his art career early in life and
began working for a sign company after high
school graduation. He shortly realized he
wanted to expand his art career, so he began
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to paint murals. Eventually finding his way to
Grand Junction, Tony has continued with his
murals, decorating buildings with advertise-
ments for local businesses. Tony will soon
begin work on his second mural at the Bottle
Shop, where his work has been credited with
an increase in business. Some of Tony’s most
recognizable work includes murals for Mesa
Pawn and the Eagle Lodge.

Tony's ambitions are leading him to experi-
menting with work on traditional canvas. He
hopes to someday display his art in a show,
exhibiting the hard work and dedication he
puts into every painting. | have no doubt that,
with Tony’s diligence, we will soon see his
paintings on display across the country.

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to pay tribute to
the accomplishments of Tony Morey. His art-
work brings happiness to the streets of Grand
Junction while providing businesses with a
cheap, effective advertising technique. | look
forward to the advancement of Tony's career
and | wish him the best with his future en-
deavors.

——
CONGRATULATING MAUI ECO-
NOMIC OPPORTUNITY, INC., ON

BEING AWARDED THE AWARD
FOR EXCELLENCE BY THE NA-

TIONAL  COMMUNITY  ACTION
PARTNERSHIP
HON. ED CASE
OF HAWAII

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, July 23, 2003

Mr. CASE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to offer my
heartiest congratulations to Maui Economic
Opportunity, Inc. (MEO) on being one of the
four agencies nationwide to be awarded the
“Award for Excellence in Community Action”
by the National Community Action Partnership.

This prestigious and coveted award is given
to Community Action Agencies that dem-
onstrate their excellence through many pro-
grams that improve communities and help
people change their lives. | have long known
that MEO is one of the best Community Action
Agencies in the nation and this award at long
last recognizes this fact. MEO’s innovative ef-
forts have transformed Maui County residents’
lives and have had a lasting impact on the en-
tire community.

I would like to especially recognize MEQO'’s
Executive Director, Gladys Baisa, for her com-
mitment to excellence and to the people of
Maui County. This award is indicative of Glad-
ys' leadership and also a testament to the
staff she has surrounded herself with. |1 am
proud to work closely with Gladys and MEO to
make Maui County and the State of Hawaii a
better place.

Mahalo nui loa to the MEO board and all of
its great staff. Keep up the good work and al-
ways know that it is truly appreciated.

TRIBUTE TO DEAN GRAY

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 23, 2003

Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with a sol-
emn heart that | stand before you today to pay
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